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Isopropyl Alcohol Shelf Life in Cleanrooms: Expiration, Storage,
and Presaturated Wipe Benefits

What is Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA)?

Isopropyl alcohol, commonly known as IPA or rubbing alcohol, is a clear and flammable
liquid with the chemical formula C;H,OH. It is widely used as a cleaning agent and
antiseptic and is available in various concentrations, typically 70%, 91%, or 99% IPA mixed
with water. IPA is valued in both every day and industrial settings for its effectiveness in
dissolving oils, its quick evaporation rate, and its ability to kill certain microbes.

Isopropyl alcohol (IPA) is a commonly used solvent and disinfectant in cleanrooms and
laboratories. Whether used for wiping surfaces or sanitizing equipment, IPA is essential to
maintaining cleanroom cleaning protocols. Professionals depend on its rapid evaporation
and effective contamination removal properties to sustain clean and contaminant-free
environments. However, like any chemical, IPA has a limited shelf life and must be handled
properly.
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In this series, we will explore what IPA is, its typical applications in laboratories, its shelf life
(and reasons for expiration), how to identify expired IPA, as well as best practices for
storage. Additionally, we will discuss the benefits of using presaturated cleanroom wipes
for cleaning and provide a step-by-step guide on how to use IPA wipes safely. By the end of
this article, you will understand how to maximize the effectiveness of IPA and when to opt
for convenient solutions, such as presaturated wipes, all while ensuring that your
cleanroom remains compliant and efficient.

Isopropyl alcohol (IPA) is an essential tool for maintaining clean rooms and laboratories. To
fully leverage its cleaning capabilities, it’s crucial to pay attention to its shelf life and
storage conditions. IPA expiration is a genuine concern; after approximately 2-3 years (or as
specified by the manufacturer), the alcohol can evaporate sufficiently, reducing its
effectiveness. Always store your IPA properly, sealed, in a cool place, and away from
flames—to extend its shelf life and keep it ready for use. If you suspect that your IPA has
exceeded its shelf life or shows signs of degradation, replace it promptly.

To enhance your contamination control program, consider the benefits of presaturated
cleanroom wipes. These wipes offer convenience, consistency, and compliance
advantages that traditional bulk IPA and dry wipes cannot match. They simplify cleanroom
cleaning tasks and help avoid common issues such as over-wetting or excessive solvent
evaporation.

In critical environments where every detail matters, having the right cleaning products is
vital. That’s where Berkshire’s expertise comes in. Berkshire provides high-quality pre-
saturated wipes and cleanroom cleaning products that meet the stringent requirements of
modern laboratories and manufacturing facilities. Even the smallest measure can make a
significant difference in preventing contamination. Therefore, don’t leave your cleanroom
maintenance to ensure that your IPA is fresh and your wipes are up to the task.

Ready to enhance your cleaning protocol? Explore Berkshire’s range of presaturated IPA
wipes and experience the difference for yourself. Visit Berkshire.com to discover the ideal
presaturated cleanroom wipes tailored to your specific needs, ensuring peak cleanliness
and compliance in your facility. Your cleanroom and lab deserve the best—by providing
proper IPA care and utilizing Berkshire’s solutions, you can achieve superior contamination
control every time. Stay informed and keep your cleanroom spotless!
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